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Information Pack 2020

Thank you for taking the time to look at our Information Pack for
Spree West Midlands 2020.
For those of you that know Spree WM, this booklet will provide helpful
information about what to expect at this year’s event. For those new to
Spree WM, we hope that this will provide you with insight into what we
do and why we do it, so that you can then consider bringing a group of
your young people/children to join us this year.
As you continue through this booklet, you will find an introduction to
Spree WM; as well as, information about what is happening in 2020,
comments from people who have been before, and guidance about
how to book into this event.
If you have any questions, comments or queries, visit the website or
email us directly at spreewm@urbansaints.org
Blessings,
The Spree WM Team
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Introducing

Spree WM

Spree West Midlands is organised by a partnership of youth working organisations,
headed by Urban Saints. One of six other fantastic SPREE Camps organised by
Urban Saints and located regionally across the UK, Spree WM was birthed by a
collective of youth organisations united by the Shropshire Youth Ministry Network
(YMN) in 2016.
The event offers a complete and professional package which has been specifically
designed to make residential breaks easier and more accessible for group leaders.
Over the last four years, Spree WM has grown from a small, local camp, to a regional
event that welcomed almost 30 independent youth groups in 2019. As the event
has developed over the years, the spiritual programme has also grown to cover 3
separate venues for different age groups and levels of spiritual engagement, as well
as an exciting Leadership programme for young leaders. This means that the event
is suitable for all children, young people and young adults, wherever they are on
their faith journey.

Vision & Values
It is our vision that Spree WM would be an important step on the discipleship
journey of everyone that attends. We aim to do this by working with, and
supporting the Group Leaders, so that they have the time and resources to make
Spree WM the best experience possible for their young people and children.
There are many ways in which we work to achieve this; including, morning prayer/
briefing meetings, an Info Point, pre-event information, and by actively using the
leaders in venues so they can help their young people engage with the sessions.
Most importantly, we provide space. Space to have fun, adventure, and try new
things with your group, as well as the opportunity to talk and interact with them
in a relaxed environment that enables them to share their faith in a deep way. We
want Spree WM to be an additional step on the discipleship journey of a lifetime.

Discipleship

We want Spree WM to be an additional step
on the discipleship journey of a lifetime.

Kingdom Building

Everything we do is to help advance God’s
Kingdom in the Midlands.

Adventure

Spree promotes an adventurous and
pioneering spirit, that encourages young
people to challenge themselves and their
faith in a safe, nurturing environment.

Inclusivity

Spree runs for anyone aged 8-16 years. This is
because we believe that it can be a valuable
step for every individual in their faith journey.
Even the leaders.

What happens at

Spree WM

The beauty of Spree WM is its simplicity. The weekend is designed to allow each
group to engage with a range of activities, while retaining the space and freedom
to kick back and relax where needed.
A typical day would usually begin with breakfast at your campsite. During the
breakfast period, there is a quick briefing for the main leader in each group where
we go over key items and pray together for a great, God-filled day.
After this, we start our morning session. Here, your young people and children split
into their groups (accompanied by a leader) and take part in a time of worship and
teaching aimed specifically at their age group and level of spiritual engagement.
The rest of the morning consists of free time and activities for everyone to get stuck
into. We really encourage leaders to get around the site with their young people,
explore, see what is on offer and have a good time.
Following lunch back at the campsite, the afternoon continues with free time, and
an opportunity to explore more of the many activities onsite; including, taking part
in your groups’ designated Blackwell instructor-led activities.
As the evening rolls in, and you’ve finished dinner at your campsite, we gather
together across the various venues for our second main session of the day before
concluding with our evening activity programme, which includes night games, a
bonfire, and of course - an epic silent disco.

“The range of
activities at Spree was
really good, and
we were impressed,
especially with the
younger children, who
were prepared to have
a go and cheer
each other on.”

“There was so much for
our young people to
engage with. It was
great to see them
participating in new
and challenging
activities that we are
unable to provide in our
regular youth group.”

Activities
This year, the activities programme will be more exciting than ever. For the first
time we have a list of core activities for you to access throughout the weekend, as
well as, two exclusive Blackwell instructor-led activities for each young person or
child on site. Our core activities include:
Outdoor Swimming | Grass Sledging | Peddle Go-karts | Obstacle Course | Craft |
Zip Line | Climbing | Orienteering | Bush Craft | Laser Tag | Silent Disco | Multisports

Site Information
SPREE is a camping weekend. The following must therefore be noted:
1. There is no electricity available on the campsite. Both the Info Point and
the Youth Hub will have designated points for mobile phone charging; however,
these are limited and due to opening times, not always available.
2. There is no gas available. Campers will be expected to provide their own cooking
supplies/materials.
3. There are showers. These are located in a separate block next to the camping
area.
4. There are toilets. There is a toilet block located in the main field next to the
showers.
5. There are washing up facilities for all. Groups will need their own washing up
liquid. The water supply for washing up is cold only.
6. Caravans are ONLY permitted in exceptional circumstances. If you wish to bring
a tourer caravan on site, please contact the Spree team to discuss this further.
7. Tented Villages and Podded Villages can be booked for a premium fee. Please
note that these places are limited and can only be offered on a first come, first
serve basis. Each tent/pod sleeps four people in two bunk beds. Tents/pods will
need to be gender specific, and leaders will not be permitted to share tents with
children or young people (unless they are their own children). These purpose built
facilities offer the following:
• Solid floors
• Full size bunk beds
• Large kitchen tent - including gas burners and fully equipped with cooking
utensils and catering equipment
• Separate leaders’ tents/pods with electricity and lights (dependent on number
of places booked, therefore cannot be guaranteed with every booking)
• Large dining marquee with benches and tables, lighting and electricity, also
suitable for day activities
• Solid paths between tents/pods
• Fully floodlit for night time purposes
• Communal camp fire

Accommodation Options
OPTION 1 - CAMPING

OPTION 2 - TENTED VILLAGE

OPTION 3 - PODDED VILLAGE

Timings
A full programme will be published before Spree but the following timings apply.
Friday:
12:00 – The site is available for leaders to set up tents. Children and young people
will not be permitted on site until registration opens.
17.00 – Registration opens.
19:30 – A briefing for all group leaders.
20:30 - Welcome sessions in each venue.
Sunday:
14:00 – Spree 2020 ends following lunch.

Spiritual Programme
Although the activity programme will be a big draw to Spree West Midlands 2020,
the spiritual programme is as important, and we hope that you’re ready to come to
take part and help to move your young people forward in their understanding and
ultimately their journey towards faith in Jesus. There are three main venues for the
children and young people.
1. Explore (8 – 10’s) *
A fun activity and small group programme for all young people aged 8 - 10.
2. Create (11 – 16’s) *
This is our evangelistic venue. Create aims to deliver an engaging and interactive
programme with upbeat vocals that will attract a variety of young people.
3. Deeper (11 – 16’s) *
Expanding on the material delivered in the Create venue, Deeper will provide
worship and teaching suitable for young people looking to deepen their faith.
*Please note, alongside the three main venues, we will have dedicated leadership
sessions for young people aged 17 -20 years who attend as Spree Enablers.
“All young people enjoyed their experience and have a much better opinion
of Christianity. The event promotes several faith discussions and opportunities
to share God, reality and the impact on our lives.”

Booking into

Spree WM

Blackwell Adventure is a residential and outdoor activity centre set in over 100 acres
of grounds, with a wide range of adventurous activities. The centre, which is owned
by the Birmingham Scout Association and is a non-profit making charity, is ideally
located in the heart of the Midlands.
On site, there is a large campsite, which can accommodate Spree WM as we
continue to grow in the coming years. There is also a tented village and a podded
village available, which offer the ideal solution for those who may be looking for an
alternative to traditional camping.

Pricing
OPTION 1: CAMPING

OPTION 2: TENTED

OPTION 3: PODDED

Children, Young
People (8 - 16 years),
and Leaders:

Children, Young
People (8 - 16 years),
and Leaders:

Children, Young
People (8 - 16 years),
and Leaders:

£55*

£70*

£75*

*The pricing listed above represents the standard booking period and includes all
activities. Please note the following factors:
1. Fees for all young people and adults rise by £10 per person for all bookings
received after May 1st, 2020.
2. Until this date, bookings can be secured by either full payment, or paying a £20
deposit per person.
3. If a deposit payment is received by May 1st, this will secure the standard rate
shown.
4. The balance of all fees due must be paid by June 21st 2020.
5. Any bookings received after May 1st must be paid in full at the time of booking.
6. Group Leaders’ children aged under 5 years can CAMP for free, and those aged
5 - 7 years can CAMP for £30 per child. However, there is a set fee of £40.00 per
child aged 0 - 7 years that stay in TENTED VILLAGES, and a set fee of £45.00 per
each child aged 0 - 7 years staying in the PODDED VILLAGES.
7. Both the tented and podded villages have a limited capacity and are therefore
available on a first come, first serve basis.

Spree Enablers
This year we will be welcoming 17-20 year-olds to attend and serve alongside the
Spree Team. Young people aged 16 who are in Year 12 may also apply to attend
Spree in this capacity. These young leaders (known at Spree as ‘Enablers’) can also
attend additional leadership workshops. In return for their service, they attend
Spree for the reduced cost of £25.00.

Bookings
All bookings for SPREE 2020 are online. The booking process is accessible, ensuring
leaders are able to make changes, add additional young people, and update
information about leaders’ DBS details. However, there are a couple of things you
should keep in mind.
1. You will retain your own young people’s forms. A copy of consent forms will be
required when you arrive at the Spree site.
2. You will hold responsibility for ensuring that all of your group leaders have an up
to date DBS form based on Urban Saints newly updated policy (within a 3 year
period). You will provide us confirmation that you agree to the DBS Policy and
that all your leaders and young leaders aged 18+ hold current DBS certificates.
3. You are required to complete the online booking form in full. We are available to
offer support with this if you have any issues. Please just contact us via email.
4. Payment can be made via bank transfer or by cheque. Your payment will be
automatically calculated when you complete the online booking form.

Payments
Payments can be made via cheque or bank transfer. Cheques should be made
payable to ‘URBAN SAINTS SPREE WEST’
Payments made by bank transfer should be paid into:
Urban Saints Spree West
30-97-25
01738038
When making a payment either by cheque or BACs, please ensure you include your
booking reference number which will be found at the top of your booking form.
This will start with the letter G.
Please note that unfortunately we can no longer offer refunds for cancellations.

If you require further information about Spree West Midlands or require help
making your booking, please e-mail: spreewm@urbansaints.org

